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The Doughboy’s Diaries
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Carolyn Ruiz Diaz

Grade Level:
 8th grade ELL
Resources:   
Diary of a doughboy, Diary of Willard Newton July 24-28 1918, published by the Charlotte Observer, http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pdf/diary-of-a-doughboy-p5756.pdf,World War I Vocabulary Sheet.
Summary of Lesson: 
This lesson focuses on the young people that fought in the trenches in World War I. It includes short diary entries from Willard Newton.  Students will then discuss World War I vocabulary then do a journal entry of their own.





Grade Level Expectations 
United States History




(7)
Knowledge of the use of tools of social 



science inquiry.



(F) 
Interpreting various Social Studies 




resources. 




Interpret maps, statistics, charts, 




diagrams, graphs, time lines, 





pictures, political cartoons, audio 




visual materials, continua, written 




resources, art, and artifacts

Common Core State Standard

Reading Standard for Literacy in History/Social Studies

7.
Integrate visual information (e.g., charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information print and digital texts.
Key Terms:
Fritz, battalion, billets, batteries, artillery, platoons, 5K, chateau, sentinel, doughboys, duckboards, shrapnel, No man’s Land, Flanders Field.


Historical Background: 
At the beginning of the war, German troops advanced quickly through Belgium into France, where they were stopped by French and British armies. Unable to advance further, both sides settled in for a long, brutal, and bloody war. Both armies dug a long series of trenches that stretched for a thousand miles across Western Europe. Some trenches were deep enough for men to stand up in, but some were smaller, and men had to duck and crawl all day through the trenches. 

Most troops were stationed away from the front line in camps, but there were always troops stationed inside the trenches. The men in the trenches stayed in position for a few days to a few weeks before they were relieved. While on the front lines, the men had to sleep and eat in the trenches. The trenches were filthy; they were full of standing water, mud, garbage, rats, and human waste. As a consequence, thousands of men died from disease. 

If an army decided to advance and fight, they first had to cross “No Man’s Land” — the land between the opposing armies’ trenches. Each side’s trenches were protected by thick lines of barbed wire. Soldiers trying to advance across No Man’s Land were easy targets for machine guns and artillery, and there was no cover. With both sides constantly firing on each other, trees or grass were shredded, and No Man’s Land was a wasteland of muddy craters made by bombs and artillery shells. To avoid having to cross No Man’s Land, each side used artillery to shell the other’s troops.

During battle, men charged across No Man’s Land to take the enemy’s trenches. Most raids were conducted at night under the cover of darkness, and were preceded by heavy firing from the guns lodged in the trenches. 

Unlike previous wars, which had involved complex battle tactics and the movement of troops, most of World War I in western Europe was a stalemate — a “war of attrition” in which each side tried to weaken its enemy enough to force a surrender. 

Anticipatory Set:
How would it make you feel if you had to fight in a war?




What if you were eighteen years old and a solider in World War I?
Do Now Activity:
Students will be able to read and understand Willard Newton’s Diary and take notes. Students will be able to take notes over key vocabulary terms. Students will be able to critically analyze primary documents from WWI.
Procedures:

1.
Students will be divided into groups.



2.
Students will examine text.

3.
Students will write observations and ask questions about the diary entries.









4.
Students will present findings to class.
Class work: 
Write a short diary entry as if you fighting in World War I. How do you feel? What does it smell like? Who are you? When 
did this happen? What is happening around you? Where are you? What do your rations taste like? What do you hear?
Assessment:

Post-test
Extension: 
Students can make their own diary paper at home by soaking it in coffee to give it and aged look and then crumpling it up. Now it is ready for them to write their diary entry on.
