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Decisive Moments in American History




Title of lesson:  
The Failure of the Treaty of Versailles 
Author of lesson:
Jason Navarro




Grade level: 
9-12
Resources: 
Maps of Europe, both pre and post WWI

Short PowerPoint on causes and results of WWI
Document: Summary of Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points Plan

Document: Summary of the Treaty of Versailles 

Document: German Response to the Treaty of Versailles

Document: Post War Speech (by Adolph Hitler, unsigned) 

Pretest/Posttest 

Lesson Summary:    

The students will look at the causes of WWI as well as the solutions set forth in the treaty that ended it.  The ultimate results will show that very little changed as far as conditions in European politics from the start of the war to the settlement.  The beginnings of WWII and the conditions that allowed Adolph Hitler to come to power can be seen at the end of WWI.  
Grade Level Expectation and/or Common Core Standard in Literacy in History/Social Studies:

American History GLEs

H3aS: Locate the major cities of Missouri, the United States, the world; states of the United States and many of the world’s nations; the world’s continents and oceans; the major topographic features of the United States and the world.  
H3aW:  Describe and evaluate the evolution of United States domestic and foreign polices from Reconstruction to the present including 
(a) isolationism and (f) two world wars. 
H3aX: Examine the wars of the twentieth-century pertinent to US history including: causes, comparisons, consequences and peace efforts. 
Key terms:

Nationalism:  Extreme pride on one’s nation and people along with a feeling of superiority over other nations and cultures.
Imperialism:  The strong conqueror the weak for control of territory and resources.
Militarism:  The glorification of military strength and war along with arms buildup.  
Alliance System:  Nations banded together in mutual defense.  This often led nations into conflicts that they didn’t start.
The Fourteen Points:  President Woodrow Wilson’s plan to fix the causes of WWI and make WWI the “war to end all wars.”
Reparations:  Payment for damages done.
The League of Nations:  A world organization of participating nations set up by the Treaty of Versailles.  It was supposed to police future disputes.  The United States didn’t join after the Senate refused to ratify President Wilson’s proposals.  
Isolationism:  The America First movement.  A desire to keep the nation out of world affairs.  

Historical Background:  
The lesson will take place after instruction on WWI itself.  It will deal specifically with the postwar terms as set forth by the Treaty of Versailles and its long-term consequences.  
Anticipatory Set:
The PowerPoint will begin the lesson with the “nuts and bolts” of the material.  The “Causes” slide will allow students to compare the causes to the results of the war to see that nothing has really changed.
Do Now Activity:

Read and analyze the documents together as a class and compare them to the information from the PowerPoint.  
Procedures:

Day 1:  Pretest and take notes over the PowerPoint.  Discuss the notes as we go.
Day2:  Look at the prewar map of Europe.  Discuss national boundaries and points of contention.  As a class, read the document “Summary of Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points Plan” and have the students make a prediction about how many of the fourteen actually made it into the treaty.  Then, have the students read the document “Summary of the Treaty of Versailles” to find that answer.  (3 or 4)

Day 3: Look at the postwar map and discuss the changes as compared to the first map.  Talk about the points of change and contention.  Read as a class the document “German Response to the Treaty of Versailles” and discuss the consequences of the treaty.  Read as a class the document “Post War Speech.”  Not until the students have read and identified with the document should it be revealed that this is actually an early speech by Adolph Hitler.  Discuss how Hitler used these points to rally support and gain power.    

Day 4:  Finish up any activities that didn’t get finished.  Take the posttest.  Work on or discuss the homework essay.  

Homework :       
Research the stated causes of WWII to see if the theory that the Treaty of Versailles is one of them is correct.  
Assessment:

A pretest and posttest will be given. 
Extension:    
A short essay can be completed over the following question: 
Some historians have argued that WWI and WWII were extensions of the same conflict.  (Basically one big war with a break in the middle)  Take a position and argue for or against this interpretation.  Give specific details to back up your position.  

Lesson Plan Template








