 The Butter Battle Book Lesson
By: Janet Parker
Grade Level: 3rd Grade

Resources: Butter Battle Book, dictionary, worksheet of cause and effect

Lesson Summary: The Butter Battle Book is about the Cold War, but it teachers the lesson of World War I as well. It will teach them the words of nationalism, militarism, and alliances. These words were some of the causes of WWI. This concept is hard for 3rd graders to wrap their minds around so the teacher will have students look up the words and then after reading the book, the students will be able to find examples of the book. Finally, I will give them a list of events from the Batter Battle Book and they will determine if the cause and effect. 

Common Core/ Social Studies GLE: 
SS 6: Knowledge of relationships of the individual and groups to institutions and cultural traditions
3.RL.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
3.RL.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.
3.RL.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.

3.RL.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from non-literal language.
3.RL.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting).
Key Terms: nationalism, militarism, and alliances

Historical Background: 

Anticipatory set: Ask students for reasons of why they fight with their friends. Then have them look at the words, nationalism, militarism, and alliances, and give predictions of what they mean. Write all information on an anchor chart. 

	
	Prediction (look at the base word)
	Definition
	Sentence using the word

	Nationalism
	
	
	

	Militarism
	
	
	

	Alliance
	
	
	


Do Now Activity: Teacher will read The Battle Butter Book and students will put event in one of the categories of nationalism, militarism, and alliances.

	
	Prediction
	Definition
	Sentence using the word
	Example of from the book

	Nationalism
	
	
	
	

	Militarism
	
	
	
	

	Alliance
	
	
	
	


Procedures: 

1. Students will take a pre-test over book

2. Teacher will get background knowledge of what students already know.

3. Teacher will take notes of what students are saying what they think the word is, the definition, and for checking for understanding, a sentence that they made up using the word. 

4. Teacher will then read the book.

5. Then as the teacher reads the story will make notes of events so that students can put them in categories of nationalism, militarism, and alliances.

6. After students put in them in categories teacher will check to see if they are correct and have a class discussion on why they put them in certain categories.

Homework: Students will be given a cause and effect chart over events of the book.

Assessment: Students will take post-test.

Extended Activities: Students will take reasons of why they fight and come up with solutions on how to fix the problem.
