Title of lesson:  Civil War Photo Analysis
Author of lesson: Amy Payne

Grade level: 10th Grade 

Resources: 
“The Eye of the Army: A Photographic Exhibit”. Army Heritage Center Foundation. 2007. Cd

National Archives. . N.p.. Web. 27 Aug 2013. <http://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/photos/index.html>.

“Photo Analysis Worksheet”  N.P. Web 27 Aug 2013 <http://www.archives.gov/education/
             lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf>

Lesson Summary:
 Students will analyze photographs taken during the Civil War and then categorize them by theme (ex. Civil war medicine, soldier life, etc). Students will then justify their reasoning for placing the pictures in a similar category and explain how the theme/idea is depicted in each image. This lesson could be used as a civil war unit introduction or conclusion.
Common Core Standard in History/Social Studies:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.      
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.9 Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources 
Key terms: N/A
Historical Background: 

The Civil War was a pivotal point in American History.  The war defined the issue of state rights versus federal power and determined whether the United States would remain a single country or become fragmented into two.  The war often divided friends and family on both sides of the fighting lines and both Union and Confederate supporters held similar beliefs that they were fighting for a just cause. 
Anticipatory Set: 

Discuss with students that the Civil War was the first war in which the United States had battlefield photography. Discuss how photographs were used to capture and preserve different aspects of the war.  If desired discuss the ways a photograph can have a more profound impact on the viewer than simply reading text about an issue.
Do Now Activity:


Students will analyze images from the Civil War Era, categorize them, and provide reasoning for their decisions.
Procedures: 
1. Complete pretest.

2. Handout an individual image to each student and a photo analysis handout.

3. Give students 5-10 minutes to examine their image and attempt to determine the “theme” of the picture and complete the analysis handout.

4. Instruct students to go around the room and attempt to identify others with pictures that belong together.  Have students discuss among their group why the pictures belong together and what details in the images support a central theme.  This may take 10-15 minutes.

5. Next, have each group present their images to the whole class and explain what each image is and why they grouped the images together.  

6. Complete post test.
Homework: None
Assessment: Pretest/post-test
Extension: Have students analyze the use of photography in modern media and society.  Ask students to identify and bring in a picture that they feel portrays an important person or event in current events.  Have the students share the photograph with the class and explain why they feel the photograph is important.
Key to Images:
#1- Soldier reading letters from home

#2- Wounded being tended on the battlefield.
#3- Army signal tower

#4- Soldiers at camp cooking lodge

#5- Battle between the C.S.S. Virginia and the U.S.S. Monitor, Hampton Roads, Va.
#6- Confederate torpedo boat David aground at Charleston, S.C.,
#7-Constructing telegraph lines
#8- Union drummer (colored)
#9- Soldiers at rest, playing cards

#10- USS Mendota on the James River in 1862
#11-Amputation at Gettysburg, 1863
#12- Confederate Earthworks
#13- 1861, A Locomotive of the US Military
#14- Regimental band at cooking station

#15- 1863, Ann Bell, Union Army Nurse, Nashville Hospital
#16- 4th United States Colored Troops
#17- Ward in the Carver General Hospital
#18- Observation balloon
#19- Confederate servant
#20- Clara Barton
Image # 1


[image: image36.jpg]



Image #2-


[image: image2]
Image #3-

[image: image3.jpg]AT





Image #4-
[image: image4]
Image #5-
 
[image: image5]
Image #6-


[image: image6]
Image #7-


[image: image7]
Image #8-

[image: image8.jpg]Drummer Jackson

Jol s C T




Image #9


[image: image9]
Image #10-


[image: image10]
Image #11


[image: image11]
Image #12-

[image: image12]
Image #13-

[image: image13]
Image #14-


[image: image14]
Image #15-


[image: image15]
Image #16-


[image: image16]
Image #17-


[image: image17]
Image #18-

[image: image18]
Image #19-

[image: image19.jpg]" Contraband Jackson
Servant In Grfea/erat’e Arm .




Image #20-
[image: image20.jpg]


 

Name:______________________________ Date: ________________________

Pre/Post Test
Explain the various ways photography was used to depict and preserve the history of the civil war.  Discuss as many aspects as you can.
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